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In the light of God’s call, and our situation here, our vision is:

To glorify and worship God and to further his kingdom on earth; To declare 

and show the love of Christ for all people to the people of Sandon; To teach, 

encourage and help people to be disciples of Christ; To proclaim Christ’s 

Gospel to the people of Sandon and the wider world;

To encourage commitment and personal growth in Christian discipleship 

and spirituality; To channel God’s love through service and care for all.

SERVICES :  Please see the Parish Diary on Page 4 for this month’s 

  services.
REGULAR ACTIVITIES AND MEETINGS

Tuesday 10.30am - Noon  Coffee & Chat.

  3.45pm - 5.15pm     SALT for children (4 - 7 yrs)

     and their families (in term time)

  6.30pm - 9.15pm Youth Fellowship (Village Hall).

  7.45pm   Bell ringers. 

Wednesday 2.00pm - 3.30pm Tiny Tots

Friday  7.30pm - 8:30pm Choir Practice. 

WHO'S WHO

Priest-In-Charge:  Revd. C. Ashley  Tel: 01245 243863

Churchwardens:  Mrs. C. J. Mennie  Tel: 01245 281305

   Mr. M. Puffett   Tel: 01245 222066

Hon. Treasurer:     Mr. I. A. Underwood  Tel: 01245 225756

Hon. Secretary:     Mr. D. M. Farrar  Tel: 01245 471484

Electoral Roll Officer: Mrs. P. Eden   Tel: 01245 223415

Bell Ringers:          Mr. N. Tovey   Tel: 01245 472692

Choirmaster:  Mr. J. Gilder   Tel: 01245 471731

Organist:   Mr. R. Woods    Tel: 01245 268304

Flowers:                    Mrs. B. Underwood  Tel: 01245 225756

Tiny Tots:                  Mrs. A. Read   Tel: 01245 474858

Magazine Editor: Mr. N. Bobeldijk  Tel: 01245 471756

   (email: nick@bobeldijk.co.uk)

Advertising:  Please contact the editor.

Members of P.C.C.: Brian Amey, Nick Bobeldijk, Richard Cecil,  

   Judy Cecil, David Farrar, James Gilder,

   Christine Mennie, Michael Puffett, Alison Read,

   Dennis Terry, Jack Whinney, Ian Underwood.

Arrangements for Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals and visiting of the sick

may be made with Revd. Clive Ashley, or with the Churchwardens.

ORGANISATIONS & ACTIVITIES IN SANDON & HOWE GREEN

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH HOWE GREEN

Minister: Revd J. Sermon (01245 601662). 

Sunday Service: 11.00am Morning Service (Communion 2nd Sunday). 

SANDON PARISH COUNCIL

Meetings are usually on the 2nd Monday of the month and are held alternately in 

Sandon Village Hall and at Howe Green.

Chair: Mr I. Wright

Parish Clerk: Mrs S. Dobson. (01245 227734)

Parish Office: Crack Willows, Mayes Lane,

Sandon, Essex CM2 7RP

SANDON VILLAGE HALL

Chair: Mr P. J. Ellis (01245 222682)

Secretary: Mrs J. Cecil (01245 224747)

Caretaker/Bookings: Mr S. Turner (01245 471575)

Hall Telephone (message facility) (01245 471970)

Treasurer: Mr N. Bobeldijk (01245 471756)

Beaver Cub Leader: Mrs J. Bernardes (01245 476830)

Brownie Guider: Mrs S. Little (01621 840525)

Cub Scout Leader: Mrs J. Blake (01245 603155)

Garden & Allotment Assn.: Mrs E Tappin (01245 476951)

Girl Guides: Ms. J. Ronaldson (07939 047987)

Over Sixties: Mrs S. Whinney (01245-222239)

Sandon W.I.: Mrs A. Harvey (01245 474294)

Group Scout Leader: Mr N. Paul (01245 474891)

Sports Club: Mr G. Lucas  (Secretary) (01245 283730) 

Youth Fellowship: Mr P. J. Ellis (01245 222682) 

OTHER ACTIVITIES AND MEETINGS

Wednesdays 6.00pm 1st Sandon Brownies in the Village Hall

Last Wednesday 2.00 - 4.15pm Over Sixties Club.

Thursdays 5.00 - 6.15pm Beaver Cubs in the Village Hall.

6.15 - 7.45pm 1st Sandon Cub Scouts in Village Hall.

8.00 - 9.30pm Sandon Scouts in the Village Hall

2nd Thursday 2.00pm Women's Institute in the Village Hall. 

Please inform the editor of any alterations.

The editor is pleased to accept notices, reports and articles from any Village organisation,

whether or not connected with the Church. Inclusion of any such items is at the Editor’s sole

discretion. Verbal requests for insertions cannot be accepted.

Editor: Nick Bobeldijk 34 Gilmore Way, Great Baddow, CM2 7AW.

Email: nickbob@easynet.co.uk Tel: 01245 471756



From The Rectory From The Rectory From The Rectory From The Rectory Thursday, 9 December 2010.
Dear friends

As you'll see from the date above, it's only the beginning of December as I 
attempt to catch the editor's deadline for the January publication of 'Little 
Baddow News' and Sandon's 'Parish Magazine'. So with Christmas still to 
come I must press the fast forward button and transport myself in time to 
the year 2011!  As you read these ramblings from the Rectory, Christmas 
will be a fading memory, the tinsel and trimmings all stored away for 
another year.  All there'll be to remind you will be a slightly rounder 
waistline and pine needles trapped in the carpet pile.  New Year 
celebrations will also have quickly been and gone together with the noble 
New Year resolutions.  However, some of our European neighbours will be 
celebrating Epiphany on the 6th January and one wonders how long will it 
be before we in the UK catch on to this celebration of gifts? What now 
remains other than a credit card bill still to be dealt with? 
At this cold, dark and impoverished time of year, I imagine some of you 
might be a little like me and need something to look forward to and to focus 
upon.  Holiday brochures full of pictures of warm places and prices I can't 
afford are a favourite.  Maybe there were others who had similar feelings 
which is why the Feast of the Epiphany (the arrival of the Three Wise Men 
or Kings) is celebrated on January 6th and not lumped in with Christmas.  
The three kingly travellers were truly wise because they too had looked up 
into the night sky and travelled forward, always keeping focus upon a star-
sign which they followed without giving up. They persevered because they 
were convinced it was a journey worth the effort; it was so important it gave 
them purpose and hence gave them something to live and work for.  The 
star-sign meant a new king was to be born. However, when they arrived it 
was not as they imagined (theirs was not a package holiday with no ABTA 
grievance procedure).  Possibly their hopes were blown away, all that they 
had imagined and dreamed dissolved in an instant.  All that their eyes took 
in dramatically changed their hearts and minds.  Seeing the new King was 
enough to change their lives, their thinking and their plans.  The Bible tells 
us that they were warned in a dream about Herod and they 'returned home 
another way'.  
The New Year is a time for looking up and starting life afresh.  The One 
born at Christmas came to lead us so that we might discover that life can 
be much more than we ever dreamed.  I pray that you might this year 
make the same discovery made by those three very wise travellers.  
God be with you.

Clive



(From Page 12)

After tea, Margaret Gill gave the report of the County Meeting. The Resolution 
put forward by a Sandon member and supported by Federation about Hospital 
car arking charges had not been accepted, but we do not intend to let the 
matter rest. 43 Institutes had entered the County Quiz which was won by 
Sandon! Maureen Francis spoke about the Winsome Club, but also told the 
meeting that she is retiring as WIA to the great disappointment of the 
audience.
The Flower of the Month was won by Celia Kerslake, and the raffle was 
drawn. Eileen reminded members that the next meeting is on December 9th, 
and to bring a wrapped gift, value not more than £2 for the bran tub, while the 
Christmas Trading Stall will be in aid of the Js Hospice. Anne Nickol

Sandon Garden & Allotment Association

The Sandon Garden & Allotment Assoc. will be holding their AGM on 
Wednesday 9th February 2011 at 8 o'clock - in the St. Andrews Room, 
Sandon Church. All members and non-members welcome.

We will be opening the trading shed for all your gardening requirements,
From 10 - 12 o'clock on Sunday 13th February 2011. So come along and 
support us.

There will be 2 coach outings for 2011.  The first on the 14th May, 2011 to
Hatfield House.  The coach will pick up from the Village Hall and a pick up
At Bicknacre.

The second one will be on the 10th September, 2011 to RHS Wisley, which is
their Flower Festival Weekend.

All details from Mrs Linda Tottman-Marsh, Tel. 01245 486102.

Once again for 2011 we will be having our plant stall - the date to be
Announced.

Eileen Tappin - Secretary
01245 476951

Poppy Appeal

The house to house collection for the appeal was made up as follows:
Mrs. Bartrup - Woodhill Road, The Lintons, Gablfields and The Green £101.79
Mrs. Moyse - Hall Lane, Brook View and Cards Road £114.24
Thank you all for your generous donations.
Eileen Bartrup



AUTUMN FUN DAY

On Thursday 28th October the doors of St. Andrew's were open once again 
for another fun filled afternoon.  Due to illness the numbers were down on last 
time, but we still had 14 children.

The afternoon began with a game in the churchyard for everyone to introduce 
themselves.  This was followed by an introduction with music given by Clive, 
centred on the theme for the day, St. Andrew.

The children then split into groups for the various activities.

Clive had organised a colouring table, whilst Richard was in charge of origami 
(always popular) alongside the story of St. Andrew.  Joan helped the children 
make a collage of the flag of St. Andrew which can be admired in the side 
window of the Lady Chapel.  Christine took the children round the church to 
take part in a qui\z about St. Andrew, whilst Charlotte made the children look 
very bright and colourful with her face painting.  There was a prayer corner 
with Alison, where the children decorated pots and placed prayers inside and 
if they wished they could sit quietly for a while in the prayer tent. Gill took 
charge of the puppet theatre allowing the children to perform plays.  Kay and I 
got the children to try their hand at fishing.  |First they made a fishing rod and 
some of them also made their own fish.  They then had to see how many fish 
they could catch (with the aid of magnets and paper clips) the highest scorers 
were given prizes of sweets, so as you can imagine this proved a very popular 
game.  There was also a table of puzzles and games for the children to have a 
go at which Claudia's grandmother, Dianne very kindly took charge of..  David 
and Dennis organised the teddy abseiling, always a highly anticipated and 
much enjoyed part of the afternoon.

After all the excitement we all enjoyed a delicious tea together with parents 
and carers served by Eileen and Brenda. 

Lastly I just have to say how good everyone looked in their St. Andrew's t 
shirts and polos, evidence of which can be seen in St. Andrew's room.  Thank 
you David for taking all the great photos of the day.

Alison and I would like to thank everyone who helped on the day and made it 
such a success once again.

See you all at the next one.

Liz Bobeldijk

Sandon WI Annual Meeting 2010

Eileen Bartrup, President, welcomed members and Denise Clarke to the 
Annual Meeting, and thanked  Susan Simons for the lovely flower 
arrangement which was later presented to Denise.  She also thanked Marion 
Middleton, Thelma Stokes and Rose Jewett for the lunch they served before 
the meeting. Jerusalem was then sung.
Vi Patrick's daughter in law had recently died after a long illness, and Eileen 
expressed our sympathy to Vi. There were some special birthdays soon, with 
Elsie Williams becoming 90 on November 12th, Sheila Christie, a past 
member who had also been Treasurer having her 80th birthday on 22nd 
November and Ann Eley celebrating her Golden Wedding on December 7th.
The talk by Christine Murphy on E.A.Bowles  and Myddleton House Garden 
had been interesting, and 11 members had enjoyed a walk round Galleywood 
Common. There is an outing to  Norwich next Thursday and the Federation 
Carol Service in Chelmsford Cathedral on December 8th, also our Group 
Carol Service at Little Baddow the same day while the Dowager Duchess of 
Devonshire is to be the Speaker at the County Annual Meeting in Colchester 
on March 11th next year. Boreham WI have invited us to their Christmas 
party on December 7th and we were encouraged to download the new WI 
CD on December 12th.
Eileen then handed the meeting over to Denise Clark.The financial report 
was read by the Treasurer showing that our finances are healthy, and it was 
adopted. Angela Harvey then read the Committee's report recording all the 
many activities that had taken place during the last year. She reminded us 
that two long standing members.. Daphne Tovey and Joan Davies, and also 
Mary Oliver a dual member had died during the past year, but membership 
now stood at 57 full members and 5 dual. There had been a litter pick up 
around the village, we had helped at the Summer fete and there had a been 
a minibus trip to Denman to enjoy the Open Day. Eileen read the President's 
report thanking the Committee and other non Committee members who had 
helped in the running of the Institute. She then proposed the adoption of the 
Committee's report and this was agreed. The following ladies were elected to 
the Committee: Eileen Bartrup, Pat Eden, Julie Fisher, Dorothy Gray, Angela 
Harvey, Marjorie Kent, Hazel Oderbolz, Monica Richardson and Joan 
Southey with Eileen agreeing to remain as President.  Denise then told us 
about a number of forthcoming events arranged by Federation including a 
Lazy Bones Car Boot sale while at Christmas 2011 Hyde Hall have agreed to 
let WIs in Essex decorate Christmas trees  using recycled or natural material, 
and there will be a workshop to give us ideas in the summer. She then talked 
about Essex federation saying that we had opened 7 new  WIs and not 
closed any. Most of the new Institutes are in London with a good ethnic mix. 
However, fund raising events are still needed and she encouraged us to 
support them. She finished her talk by reading three extremely funny poems!
(Continued Page 13)



Sandon WI Christmas meeting 2010.

Eileen Bartrup, President welcomed members and thanked Muriel McMaster 
for the Christmas flower arrangements, which were later included in the raffle. 
Instead of Jerusalem, a Christmas carol was sung.
There were apologies for her absence from Marjorie Kent, who had sent a 
letter of thanks for the good wishes she had received, and saying that her 
operation had gone well. 
The November meeting taken by Denise Clark and with a light lunch served 
beforehand had gone very well, while the Christmas Carol Service at 
Chelmsford Cathedral held yesterday had been well attended. The Group 
Carol Service, also held yesterday had had a male voice choir from Witham to 
help them with the singing. The Norwich trip had been enjoyable with 
everyone managing to do a lot of shopping. Future events included the County 
Annual Meeting to be held in Colchester on 11th March next year with the 
Dowager Duchess of Devonshire as one of the Speakers. This meeting was 
the last chance to apply for tickets.
Angela Harvey, the Secretary had had a letter from ACWW thanking us for our 
donation and also information about a Lazybones Boot sale to be held on April 
16th next year. Angela also reminded members that on page 37 of the last 
issue of WI Life  there was voting form for resolutions  for the AGM in 2011. 
She asked members to complete the forms and  bring them to the January 
meeting as they had to be sent to Federation by January 24th  Eileen had also 
had a letter from Joan Mears saying that as she was moving, she would not 
be rejoining, but thanking Sandon for their friendliness and saying how much 
craft she had learnt from them. Eileen wished her well in her new home.
Dorothy Gray as the new Treasurer reminded us that subscriptions are due in 
January and are £30 for full members and £13.07 for dual members. She also 
thanked Marjorie Kent ,the previous Treasurer, who had left all the books and 
paperwork in excellent order, making her task much easier. 
The meeting then became a Christmas party organised by Pat Eden and 
consisting of readings, both funny and serious and various quizzes. She was 
thanked by Eileen for all her hard work.
After tea Eileen announced that the Flower of the Month had been won by 
Sonia Treavett while Celia Kerslake had won the Rose Bowl for the largest 
number of points won during the year. The raffle was drawn, and Eileen said 
the Trading Stall with profits going to the Js Hospice had raised £70.75. She 
showed us the winner of the best wrapped gift from the "Bran Tub" and 
reminded members to take a gift before they went home.
The next meeting will be on January 13th 2011 when Anne O'Riordan will talk 
on Canvas Creations and there will be a display of member's embroidery or 
stitch craft. The meeting ended with the singing of "We Wish you a Merry 
Christmas".

Anne Nickol  A lot of work for this month’s magazine Anne, 

thanks for all your support last year. Ed.



From the Registers
Holy Baptism
No names entered this month

Holy Matrimony
No names entered this month

Holy Burial and Cremation
04.11.2010 Reginald FIELD (Interment of Ashes)
10.11.2010 Denise MANSFIELD (Service in Church
    followed by Cremation)
19.11.2010 Ronald FORD (Service in Church
    followed by burial in the Churchyard)
23.11.2010 Esme BUSH (Service in Church
    followed by burial in the Churchyard)
29.11.2010 Linda HAWKINS (Service of Cremation)
09.12.2010 Ian COPPEN (Service of Cremation)

Denise Mansfield

I was saddened to hear of the death of Denise last month (November). 

Although I can’t claim to have known her at all well, she seemed a very 

nice, quiet, unassuming and gentle person, an impression that is backed 

up by Liz, who met her on several occasions at SALT, where she was a 

helper.

I met Denise when she began attending our Thursday evening Mass, 

when usually the only members of the congregation were myself and 

Greta Mills; she would sit quietly a row or two behind us, taking a full 

part in the service, except for the actual taking of communion as, at this 

time, she wasn’t confirmed.

Denise was confirmed  a little later and continued to attend services at 

St. Andrew’s quite regularly until her health failed her.

I understand that the school from which she retired as a music teacher 

in Great Baddow was also greatly saddened by her passing and was 

closed for a time in order to allow her former colleagues to attend her 

funeral. She will be missed.

Rest Eternal grant unto her O Lord,

and let Light Perpetual shine upon her, Amen. Nick Bobeldijk.



 

Parish people:  Christine M Wass
Author of several of our Lenten Plays.

When did you arrive in Sandon?  I came 
to live in Great Baddow  in 1976
Did you have any ambitions as a child?  
I had always wanted to act and if possible 
to write  and these early hopes have 
happily been realised in my present 
activities.
One life lesson that I have learned is not 
to judge a book by its cover.
How did you become a Christian? I was 
brought up to attend Church as a child and 
was Confirmed  by choice at the age of 19.

What I like about St Andrew’s  are the history and feeling in the building and 
also that it has my style of worship.
Do you believe in miracles?  Yes – and in Angels too.
My hope for the future is for young people to spread Christianity; to keep ‘the 
message’ alive.
Outgoing or shy? I feel that I am somewhere in between, depending on the 
situation.
Coffee or tea?  Tea.
What life experiences have been most special for you? The love of my 
parents,  marriage, the birth of my daughter and the births of my two 
granddaughters.
A film or book that has moved you?  I have been moved by many books 
and the films ‘Ben Hur’and ‘Jesus of  Nazareth’.
Favourite part of the Bible.  Many parts of the Old Testament.  The stories 
are exciting as well as teaching you about historical events in many instances.
Words that I find specially inspiring.  ‘Footsteps’ the evocative poem 
written in 1936 by Mary Stevenson.
The qualities that I most value in others  are kindness and honesty whilst 
the kinds of behaviour that I find most difficult to tolerate are rudeness, 
bullying and anti-social behaviour in general.
I am  a morning person rather than night and my favourite season is summer.
A moment when I felt the presence of God was when at the age of 18 I felt 
compelled to return to Church after four years’ absence.
My favourite hymn is ‘Of the Glorious Body Telling’ A lovely Holy 
Communion hymn which is unfortunately not in our current hymn book.
Should religion and politics be kept separate?  No. Remember Thomas 
Becket!!
Do You have friends from other faiths?  Yes my friends include Hindu and 
those from other Christian denominations, notably Roman Catholic.

Something to look forward to.  When all Christians unite to strengthen the 
Church on Earth.
If I had a large sum to donate to charity  I would choose the Children’s  
Society.
If I could save one thing that I own from a fire it would be family 
documents, including a handwritten  letter to my granddad from King George 
V.
Advice that I would give to an 18 year-old would be to be true to yourself.
The moment of my life that I would most like to relive  would be my 
wedding day.
The age that I would most like to be would be 18 when my family was alive.
My special interests  include re-enactments, theatre, writing and acting

Christine Wass


